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DAMPIER-BUNBURY NATURAL GAS PIPELINE 
Statement by Minister Assisting the Minister for Planning and Infrastructure 

MR A.D. McRAE (Riverton - Minister Assisting the Minister for Planning and Infrastructure) [2.13 pm]:  
I wish to advise the house that two weeks ago, in the lead-up to the Carpenter government’s regional cabinet 
meeting in Collie, I met with more than 30 landholders and shire representatives in the Uduc Road hall, to the 
west of Harvey, regarding the Dampier-Bunbury natural gas pipeline.  It may surprise some members that the 
people at the meeting were glowing in their praise of the former member for Murray-Wellington, Mr John 
Bradshaw -  
An opposition member:  That’s not surprising. 
Mr A.D. McRAE:  That does not surprise members opposite, and I am certain it will not surprise many 
members that the meeting was even more glowing in praise of my colleague the member for Collie-Wellington.   
Several members interjected. 
Mr A.D. McRAE:  It is true.  The very clear impression I got was of a local member who will listen to the 
concerns of, and act as a powerful advocate for, his constituents. 
The Carpenter government is making decisions for the future, not just today.  A perfect example of this is the 
program that is under way to widen the Dampier-Bunbury natural gas pipeline corridor.  This project will 
support expanded capacity and ensure security of energy supply to our growing state, particularly the booming 
south west, for the next 50 years.  In some parts of this 1 500-kilometre corridor there are a number of 
environmental issues.  Similarly, in some locations landholders are concerned about the restrictions that an 
expanded pipeline corridor might place on agricultural activities.  At the Uduc Road hall meeting I had a very 
open and productive discussion with the landholders affected by the Kemerton deviation options.  I intend to 
undertake an on-ground inspection of the area under contention in October to assess the effect of changes to the 
alignment and size of the pipeline land corridors.  To ensure that everyone is fully informed and consulted, I 
have released for public comment the report of a recent independent review.  It is available from the Department 
for Planning and Infrastructure’s offices and web site.  The closing date for public comments and submissions is 
Monday, 16 October, and I intend to make my final decision before the end of this calendar year.  My 
congratulations to the landholders and the Shire of Harvey for their continued goodwill in dealing with this 
complex issue, and to the member for Collie-Wellington for working in the interests of his constituents and for 
the future of all Western Australians. 
 


